Attendees at the President’s Dinner on March 25th were given a glossy 8x10 photographic print of this
composite of ALL of the club’s Presidents. This copy is printed here so the nearly 100 members who
were not there will have a record of this important recognition of those Past Presidents contributions.
More details and photos on pages 8, 9 and 14

The Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club - RMJC
P.O. Box 2923 Denver, CO 80201-2923 www.rockymountainjaguarclub.org
The club’s purpose is to promote interest in the preservation, operation and ownership of Jaguar automobiles
and to encourage safe, careful and skillful operation. To be a source of technical information, to establish
rules and regulations governing Club activities and to promote good sportsmanship at all times.
Cat Tales is published monthly. Reproduction of articles
is welcomed if proper credit is given.
Editor: Gordon Kenney, 303-766-7826
newsletter@rockymountainjaguarclub.org

Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Piccolo’s restaurant at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway, 0.2 mile east of I-25
at Hampden and 1 block south on Monaco. Meet at 6:30 pm for
drinks and dinner; meeting starts at 7:15.
Meeting are held every month except March, July and December when special meetings are arranged.
Board meetings, open to all, are at a members house at 6:30
pm on the 1st Tuesday of every even numbered month.

Dues are $65.00/year which includes “Cat Tales”,
membership in JCNA, the national “Jaguar Journal”,
eligibility to enter JCNA sanctioned Concours
d’Elegance and other national and regional events.
For new memberships there is a one-time $20 additional charge covering name tags, club patch, decal
and membership cards. Use the form in this newsletter or printed from the web site or sign-up on-line.
Non-members subscriptions are $30/year; Canadian
and foreign are $36/year. Membership is open to
owners of Jaguar automobiles and to others interested in furthering the enjoyment of them.

2017 Officers: Put title in front of @rockymountainjaguarclub.org
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See the web site for leadership and event information at jagclub.org
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Another successful Presidents Dinner was held
on March 25 at the Wellshire Event Center and
this edition kicked off the club’s year of celebrating 2017 as the 50th anniversary of the club’s
founding, and what better way to do that than
with 15 of the club’s 29 presidents in attendance!

clear from the evening’s activities that
the club is not only
about celebrating Jaguar, but it is also about
connecting with people and forming enduring friendships!

In my opinion, the two go hand in hand. Any organization would find it difficult to embrace its
past without the spirit of those who founded it,
nourished it and gave it life, and in our case a
half century ago. What a legacy the Rickels, the
Smiths, the Wesdals, the Scheers and others
created for those of us who today enjoy the activities associated with celebrating the Jaguar
marque.

This year’s dinner and program was put together
by the efforts of many but without the exhaustive
hours of research and work by Steve Kennedy
and Gordon Kenney the result would have been
far less enjoyable and far less notable in honoring 50 years of RMJC. Thanks Steve and Gordon!

It was most enjoyable to listen to the stories of
past presidents from the distant past right up to
the recent past regale us with the history and
development of the club and the pranks past
members played upon one another, a rich tradition that continues. I personally found it fascinating to listen to Bonnie Rickel, wife of the late
1974-77 President Jim Rickel, tell of the first ever
meeting of club members in the Hampshire
House in November 1966 to germinate what
would become RMJC.

Don’t forget the first Judges School on Saturday,
April 15 at Hagerty Insurance in Golden, and
Frank Oakley’s annual Tune-up Day on Saturday, April 29, at his house, 717 Anderson Street,
Castle Rock.
CONGRATULATIONS to Jack Humphrey of the
JCSC for being elected president of JCNA.
Keep a smile on your face, you’re driving a Jaguar!

She was followed by Bob Alder’s emotional
memories of club members in the 1980s and
what a tightknit group they were. It was good to
hear from Nancy (Weiss) Rife (1983), and Liz
(1990) and Al (1992) Bernhardt’s Crappy Cat
tales of six of their Jags ending in collision mishaps along the way.
The tales and the presidents in attendance were
too numerous to mention all but it was good to
see Rob van Westenberg, Gene Cookenboo,
Howard Mumm and Frank Sullivan who have
meant so much to the club in recent years but
whom we don’t get to see as often as we’d like.
This year’s Presidents Dinner gave me a greater
sense of whom and what the Rocky Mountain
Jaguar Club is all about and why it is important
for the club to continue moving forward. It was
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Dust-Off chairman Don Leach
makes announcement about this
May 20th event - details on page 5
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April 4th, Tuesday, Board Meeting at Grossman’s, RSVP
April 11th, Tuesday, Monthly Meeting at Piccolo’s
April 15th, Sat., First Judges School at Hagerty's, 12:00 Noon at
1010 Johnson Road in Golden - Gary George, 303-477-0189

April 29th, Jaguar Tune-Up at Frank Oakley’s Garage
717 Anderson St, Castle Rock, 10:00 AM, Frank 720-851-5708

The 2017 Spring Dust-Off on May 20th
Co-chairs Don Leach, Teresa Ross and Brian Redrupp are planning the
route, stopover and lunch details. The starting point and time are still in
planning stage but mark your calendar for this annual event.
Send $25 per participant to
Deanie Kennedy, 8137 Zang St, Arvada, CO 80005

2017 Event Schedule
April
4 Board Meeting at Grossman’s
11 Monthly meeting at Piccolo’s
Program: Facebook; Shawn/AGM
15 1st Judges School at Hagerty’s
29 Oakleys Tune-Up

August
1 Board Meeting at Eisnach’s
8 Monthly Meeting at Piccolo’s
TBD Concours in Albuquerque
13 Slalom
21 Bus trip to Solar Eclipse in WY

May
9
13
20
27

September
12 General Meeting at Piccolo’s
16 Ride the Rockies
17 British Car Conclave

Monthly Meeting at Piccolo’s
2nd Judges School at Kennedy’s
Dust Off
Front Range Airport Show

June
6 Board Meeting at Redrupp’s
11 ACC car show
13 Monthly Meeting at Piccolo’s
25 RMJC Concours in Roxborough Park
July (no Piccolo’s Meeting)
8 Summer Party at Reed’s - Franktown
TBD Race for Kids Cancer with RMVR
22 Mechams Auctions - Denver
22 Wildlife Car Show
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October
1 JCSC Concours
3 Board Meeting: host needed
10 General Meeting at Piccolo’s
13 Bids for Kids at Balistreri Vineyards
21 RMJC 50th party at Kennedys
November
14 General Meeting at Piccolo’s
December (no Piccolo’s Meeting)
5 Board Meeting at Kennedys
9 Holiday Party - Heritage Eagle Bend
Page 5
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If you are interested in placing a business card
ad contact our treasurer, Deanie Kennedy, at
treasurer@rockymountainjaguarclub.org or at
303-489-3944 $45 member, $128 non-member
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14 members who have worn the Presidents Badge

Gary, Dwight, Howard, Gordon, Al, Bob, Steve, Liz, Gene, Frank, Judy, Nancy, Rob & Bob

Rob and Gary talked of old times
working together in the club

The display table of items
from the past - Kennedys
Bonnie Rickel’s and Bob’s
friendship goes way back.

Ex Presidents Al & Liz Bernhardt
enjoyed the event!

New member Jerry Caropolo
attended his first Presidents
dinner in his XK
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Both Nancy and Bob worked
together in the club in 82 - 83
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At the Presidents Dinner Seven RMJC Cars were recognized with Year End JCNA Awards
2016 FINAL JCNA NORTH AMERICAN CONCOURS STANDINGS
Class
Place
C20/F 1
C21/F 1
C6/E2 3
C11/J8 3

Name
Steve and Deanie Kennedy
Frank and Jean Oakley
Mike and Deborah Ramirez
Steve and Deanie Kennedy

Entry
2015 F-Type Coup
2017 F-Pace
1969 E-Type OTS
2007 XJ8L

Score
99.97667
99.92667
99.84
99.92667

2016 FINAL JCNA SOUTHWEST REGIONAL CONCOURS
Class
D5/SLS
D10/K8
D9/XJS

Place
1
1
2

Name
Bob Grossman
Dwight and Linda Eisnach
Ray Horrall
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Entry
1963 Mark II Sedan
1999 XK8 Conv
1996 XJS Conv
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Score
9.8565
9.9915
9.9345
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Timing chains and tensioners replacement on XK8 4.0 L engine
A “hands-on” report of fixing this problem by Bill Beeson
Part 2: The Tricky Stuff (continued from last month)
The cover for the front end of the engine removal was simple enough. On my 2001 XK8 it
is held on with twenty four (24) 8mm bolts. It did take several
minutes to loosen and extract all 24 bolts. The timing chains,
lower chain tensioners and the chain guides were fully exposed when the front cover was removed. And with that, it
was now possible to start the actual replacement of the original and suspicious timing parts.
Here is where things started to get a little tricky and the Jaguar Cam locking tool
kit was essential to getting things right. The Jaguar cam locking tool kit consisted of two camshaft locking bars, two flywheel locking pins (one each for the XK8
and XJ6 engines), an intake sprocket tool, and two cam tension adjustment
wedges. Each of these devices performed a very specific purpose and each was
diligently applied during the disassembly and reassembly. Attempting this project without these tools will only complicate the process and increase the potential for error.
The next critical steps involved carefully locking the camshafts in place with
the #1 cylinder at Top Dead Center. First, the crankcase pulley bolt was reinstalled with spacers so that the engine could be rotated to the proper alignment position. The “all important” positioning of #1 piston was first indicated
when the flats on the front end of each camshaft were lying almost flush up
against the Jaguar special camshaft locking blocks that had been loosely attached to the heads.
Second, once the camshaft flats and locking block were approximately flush, the flywheel locking pin was
installed carefully through the underside of the flywheel housing. This locking pin was inserted in a specific slot in the flywheel which was accessed through the flywheel sensor, located at the bottom of the flywheel housing alongside of a sizable rubber access cutout. The locking pin insured that the engine was
exactly positioned with #1 cylinder at Top Dead Center. Note that the crankshaft required very small rotational adjustments to correctly line up the locking pin and secure it to the flywheel. Third, the camshaft
locking bars at the end of the camshafts were then securely fastened to each head. The engine was fully
locked in place with all of these tasks completed. The tensioners, guides, and timing chains could now be
safely removed without fear of the cams misalignment and erroneous timing.
Moving to the removal of the ugly plastic pieces, each of the two Variable Valve Timing Actuators had to be removed from the intake
camshaft sprockets in order to access the intake camshaft sprocket bolt. The upper tensioners were loosened first, and then the lower
tensioners and the chain guides were also
loosened on the right engine bank.
continued on next page
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Timing Chain Tensioners Repair - continued
The tensioners and guides of the left bank followed the same procedure. Note the
brown LH upper tensioner that is loosened in photo. The exhaust camshaft sprocket
bolts were removed and the exhaust cam sprockets were maneuvered to allow for
the removal of the upper tensioners. The lower tensioners and guides were removed
next. The intake camshaft sprockets were loosened in order for the primary (long)
timing chains to clear the head for removal. The primary and secondary (short) timing chains were then easily removed. The original tensioners and guides were all found to be severely
cracked and ready to completely fail. It was obvious
that I had barely dodged the bullet of a catastrophic
engine failure by waiting so long to change these original cam tensioners and chain guides.
Important Technical notes:
1. The two crankshaft timing pulleys are identical,
but have an offset alignment of teeth when properly
installed. They can be very easily installed incorrectly.
Before removal, mark the outside ring of the first
sprocket with a Sharpie single dot to orient its position
as the outer sprocket and then mark the outside ring of
the second sprocket with two dots as the inner sprocket. After removal, reinstall the sprockets with the dots
on the outside ring of each sprocket, installing the “two dots” sprocket first to insures that they will be installed in the right order and alignment.
2. The LH intake camshaft sprocket had to be slid forward slightly on the
shaft to allow enough clearance of the engine block for the timing chains removal.
3. The intake camshaft bolts are “stretch” bolts that must be torqued to a
very specific setting upon installation. Once installed and then removed they
can no longer be stretched properly. These two bolts must be replaced with
new bolts. Be sure to have them in hand before you start the project. They
are not normally stocked by local Jaguar dealers.
Disassembly was finished after about 5 hours of wrenching, wincing, and wheezing. There are many small
bolts that caused consternation as worked to break them loose. [“end of part removal” photo] There were a
few tense moments when some of the many bolts were very reluctant about their removal. All went well,
thanks to Brian’s and Gordon’s assistance, guidance, and support, with only one water pump bolt head getting
rounded off when an 8mm socket surprisingly split wide open. The best news of the disassembly was that the
internals of this engine, with 90,000 miles on the clock, were in excellent condition. This showed what a steady
diet of synthetic oil can do for an engine. There was no evidence of wear or sludge. The visible parts were
simply clean and beautiful.
After admiring the engine, our handiwork, and having a well-deserved beer, we were finally ready for the fun of
reassembly with the new parts. But, the sun had set and the trio of wives, Betsy, Shirley and Jackie, were
ready to go to dinner. In their eyes there was always another day to work on cars. Silly girls anyway.
continued next month !
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Spring has sprung! I hope everyones’ cars have returned to the
road with few hiccups after the brief
winter. The 2017 Amelia Island
Concours was as fun as always but
abbreviated due to the Nor’easter
that hurtled into the East Coast on
the 12th of March. Event organizer and overall great
man, Bill Warner had the foresight to move the Sunday event to Saturday, March 11th. The move was a
smart one, as the weather went from great to miserable over-night.
I arrived Thursday evening and just hung around with
my friends and did not attend any auctions, a first for
me. Instead I attended two wonderful seminars. The
first, Japanese Racing - The Men Behind the Victories Seminar which was moderated by Datsun guru and comedian Adam Corolla; the panelists
included: Peter Brock; Tommy Kendall, John Morton,
Sam Posey, and Chip Robinson. I know very little
about Japanese Sports Cars or their racing pedigree
so this was fun and informative. My old fraternity
brother Alex Abel came along for the weekend and
as an owner of a 1966 Datsun 1600 Roadster the
seminar was of utmost importance.
We both lucked out as the second seminar, Legends
of the Leaping Cat - Jaguar Racing
Drivers Seminar, held on Sunday and was moderated by Tommy Kendall and the panel of racing greats
included Bill Adam, Norman Dewis, Hurley Haywood,
David Hobbs, Davy Jones, Brian Redman, Chip Robinson, and Bob Tullius. Norman Dewis at 96 years
young, was the chief engineer at Jaguar for thirty-six
years and oversaw C-Type to XJS development.
Dewis was also the engineer who ran the first 1961
E-Type Roadster from Coventry to the Geneva Auto
Show where the car made history. When quizzed on
his favorite Jaguar he said, “the answer is two part,
the Longnose D-Type and the E-Type, it’s an Icon.”
Needless, to say, I was floored. After the Panel
spoke for two hours, a full hour over the allotted time
there was a poster signing. This seminar was held on
Sunday instead of the Concours and we traveled to
the airport after the signing.
I attended RM Auction’s preview as the cars are displayed at the event nucleus, the Ritz. RM brought
twice as many cars as usual this year as they were
selling the personal collection of Orin Smith. RM
Auctions sold nine Jaguars. The top car was a Concours correct 1961 Carmen over black, E-Type
Roadster with exposed latches. The E-Type was accompanied with a letter from the restorer stating the
car to be the finest 61 he had seen in 20 years. The

Cat Tales April 2017 Volume 50 Issue 4

report also stated
that the trunk floor
had been replaced
due to accident
damage and the sills had also been replaced. The
car was stunning and sold for $412,500.00. I may
send the restoration shop bare steel images of my
car wearing all its original rust free sheet metal to aid
in future projects. Gooding and Company sold one
Jaguar, a black over red 1964 E-Type Roadster for
$203,500. This car underwent a comprehensive restoration and was formerly owned by Richard Griot of
Griot’s Garage. Bonham’s sold three Jaguars, with a
red over black 1958 XK150S selling for $136,000,
including premium. A new auction house Motostalgia
posted two
Jaguar sales
with a 1952
silver over
camel XK120
FHC selling for
$84,700.
As for the show
field, the DType and XKSS reunion was fantastic with fifteen
cars in the class, the Le Mans winning D's were
there and several other very historic D-Types from
around the world. It was nice to see Steve McQueen’s XKSS again as it traveled from the Petersen Museum in
L.A. The museum I understand has
undergone a
comprehensive re-interpretation and
facelift.
The 2017 Amelia Island Concours was my 6th or 7th
trip to the Island and as always, I learned an awful
lot and saw my old friends. I was lucky to find a great
tool roll for my car as well. The Concours was founded by Bill Warner and is attended by many of the
Auto Industries all-time greats. I highly recommend
this Concours held the first weekend of March as its
truly geared for the enthusiast in all of us. The auctions are always fun and the seminars are always
filled with A-list car people. Pro-tip - sit under a tree
at the end of the Concours to see the cars form lines
and depart the show field.
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It might not be too late to go on the Bus Trip 8/21 to the Solar Eclipse
check by telephone at 303-886-5641 or sign up at “siriustravel.com”
SUNDAY NIGHT PLAN: An arrangement has been made with the “Fairfield Inn by Marriott”
near I-25 and 120th for members to check-in Sunday PM and stay overnight. After an early
breakfast Monday morning we board the RMJC bus in their parking lot around 4:30 AM. The
rooms cost is $119 (vs. $146); contact them at 303-255-3100; 12080 Melody Dr., Westminster,
CO., and ask for the “Sirius Travel “ group rate. Their parking lot is also the Monday morning
boarding point for passengers who are not staying overnight.

Collector Car Council of Colorado, Inc.

March 1st meeting

Legislative Information: Leo Boyle discussed two bills that have been introduced in the Colorado Legislature that may be of concern to hobbyists:
HB 1205 changes the definition from when the cost of repairing exceeds fair market value to when an
insurer determines the vehicle to be a total loss. It also would exclude theft damage. This seems to give
too much control of valuation to the insurer, rather than the owner. However, the C.R.S. (42-6-102)
would still retain the exemption for collector eligible vehicles.
HB 1105 specifies that the DOR may not require physical inspection of a vehicle, including a VIN inspection, to verify information before registering or titling the vehicle if (a) the applicant for a new registration for the vehicle presents either a copy of the manufacturer’s certificate of origin or a purchase
receipt from the dealer or out-of-state seller and either document indicates that the applicant purchased
the vehicle as new, or (b) at the time of application the vehicle is currently registered or titled in another
Colorado county. 1105 could expedite the registration process.
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Great Britain International Trade Show by Mike Ramirez
Erick Thomas, representing the British Government’s Department of International Trade, focusing on the development and promotion of the British automotive industry across the U.S., asked the Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club to
showcase a classic Jaguar at the McNichols Center from March 14-18th.
The UK government hosted over two dozen events in Denver as part of the
Great Britain House series where the best the UK has to offer is discussed. On
Tuesday I delivered our 1969 Jaguar XKE, after much consternation, to be
showcased in the main lobby of the McNichols Center. A large glass door had
to be removed in order to fit the jaguar into the lobby. (It was just as difficult
getting the jaguar out of the building.)

The open house was attended by Dwight and Linda Eisnach, Frank and Jennifer Albert, and Mike and
Deborah Ramirez. Governor Hickenlooper addressed a large attendance on the importance of having
the Great Britain House promoting business in Denver. Erick Thomas stated how pleased and appreciative everyone was that a Jaguar was provided by the Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club.

More photos from the Presidents Dinner
Steve Kennedy had located more than 300 photos from
past events in the club and they were shown on the big
projector screen during the evening.
These are from events of 1985!
Cat Tales April 2017 Volume 50 Issue 4

Page 14

rockymountainjaguarclub.org

50th Anniversary of RMJC
Car Badge
Clock Photos Steve is doing Clocks
with the photo you supply for $25.
For the clock photo, you need to hold the
camera in what is called Portrait format,
long ways top to bottom. You also need
to stand back further than you usually do.
By the time the photo is cropped and
made circular for the clock, the high
background goes away and the picture
clock looks just fine
Contact Steve Kennedy

RMJC Members. We are offering a very nice 50th
Anniversary RMJC Car Badge, that will be brass
with green mountains, and numbered from 1 to
50. The cost is $35 each. The Anniversary car
badge has been made to be very similar to the
original 1967 car badge that Gary George has. His
had a chrome headed carriage bolt in the center
for mounting purposes. The new badge will have
two cast fasteners on the back, be supplied with
the mounting hardware and will have the Growler
in the center. It will be three inches in diameter,
as was the original.
RMJC Car Badges are currently
available from
Steve at
skennedy@ecen
tral.com

Jaguar XJ. A modern flagship for a classic auto maker.
Contact: Jack
TerHar
jterhar@sthmotors.com
303.469.1801 x. 6514
Steven Leonard
sleonard@sthmotors.com
303.469.1801 x. 769
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Annual Fees

RMJC Membership Form
____________________________________
Name (as you want it on your name tag)

____________________________________

Current Membership Renewal fee
OR
New Membership Fee*
Optional Business Card Ad in Newsletter
Optional Business Card Ad on the web site
BOTH Newsletter & web site ad

$65
$85
$25
$25
$45

Spouse’s Name (as you want it on the name tag)
___________________________________________
Street Address

Amount enclosed =
$_______
Make check payable to “Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club”

___________________________________________
City/Town/Zip Code

1st Jaguar __________ __________

___________________________________________
e-mail address 1

2nd Jaguar __________ __________

___________________________________________
e-mail address 2

3rd Jaguar __________ __________

___________________________________________
Home Phone

*New Membership Fees includes membership card(s),
JCNA Decal, name tag(s), subscription to Cat Tales and
Jaguar Journal. Members joining after Sept.1st pay one
years fee and are members throughout the following year.

___________________________________________
Other Phones

year

year

year

model

model

model

__________
body style

__________
body style

__________
body style

Mail this form (or copy) and payment (RMJC) to
Deanie Kennedy, Membership Chair
8137 Zang St
Arvada, CO 80005
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FOR SALE 2004 S-Type
S-type R supercharged V-8 Jaguar 4 door sedan. Beautiful dark green exterior with cream white leather interior. Interior is in great shape with a few minor
cosmetic issues. Exterior has new tires,
very minor damage on front right fender.
98,000 miles. Recently the check engine
light comes on although it starts and
runs. It is a really elegant and beautiful
automobile. Needs TLC from a true Jaguar lover. $4200, negotiable.
call Ann 303 332 5272 or email at
ann.j.wilson@comcast.net. Aurora, CO.
nm-2-17

FOR SALE: 2008 XKR
I purchased this XKR brand new in
2008. It has 27,000 miles on it and
is in immaculate condition with no
parking lot dings. Asking $38,000
USD for it. I live in Montreal Canada. Jack Rothenberg, 514-487-0509
jack@rothenberg.ca
nm 4-17

FOR SALE 2002 Jaguar Vanden Plas XJ8
Absolutely lovely car. Anthracite metallic. Only 47,000 miles.
Runs and drives beautifully.
Might consider partial or
full trade for a 4-wheel
drive vehicle. Car located in Fort Collins. Asking $9500 or best offer
Contact Mark Baker at
m.baker@utexas.edu
or 970-294-3333
m 3-17
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From:
Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club
PO Box 2923
Denver, CO 80201-2923

Things to do NOW!
Sign Up for Dust Off - pg 5
Plan for Judges School - pg 5
Plan for the Jaguar Tune-Up - pg 5
Sign up for April 20th Motel before the Solar
Eclipse trip - pg 13

Read in this issue:
All coming events - pg 5
Pres. Dinner Report - pg 8, 9
Bill’s XK8 Timing Chain Fix - pg 10,11
Henrey’s Amelia Island report - pg 12
British Trade Show - pg - 14
Kennedy’s AGM report - pg 16, 17
Buy a used Jaguar - pg 19

To:

